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From Saturday, Auguft 8. to Cuethap, Auguft 11. 1713. re 
7 = . oo aeees 
The French: Trade all carryad on in our own Shipping. oh = 


The Dutch Trade moft of it carried on in their Ships. 
The Advantage of employing our own Shipping. | ts | 7 
The Lally of ‘thofe People,who would have the Dutch buy our Goods here, and carry them 


to Franice for ws. 
The Dutch defire xo, better a Trade. 


The A& of Navigation made on purpofe to prevent this. 





N giving an Account of the Exportation of our 


Goods © France, and ftating the Ballance of 


Trade between the two Nations, our,Peaple have 
their Thoughts full of the Species of Goods only, 
™. onecither fide; fetting the bare Imports. from 
France againft our Exports to France, and: 
would perfwade us, that the Ballance ru 
-’The contrary to this the MERC AT 
to prove, and doubts not to make ir plain, however 
unpopular fuch an Opinion may be, alledging; that the 
Frade with France has been, and ftill will be, if fairly 
laid open, as by the Treaty, beneficial and adyantage- 
ous to Great Britain. 
‘And yet in all rhe Difputes among us on this Quefti- 
on,: ( viz.) Whether we gain or lofe by the. French 
JYrade ? It may be obferved, that nothing has been faid 
of ‘or allowed for the Adyantages sar os from this 
Trade, being carried on altogether in our own, Ship- 
ing. | 
? The Shipping employ’d by the Trade of this Kingdom, 
is one of the great and eflential Articles of Profic,which 
we make by our Trade ; nay, fo great an Article it is, 
that many Trades are carried on, wherein the Freight 
of the Ships is the only Advatitage, and which are car- 
ted on meerly to employ the Shipping ; the Account 
whereof is made up only as Freight, as the Coal-Trade 
from Newcaille, feveral parts of the Fithery,,&c. and 
a fhall be more largely taken notice of hereafter. . The 
Ditch efteeny the Employing their Ships to be, fufficient 






to them in many Trades, wherein they defireno more, 


than to be the CARRIERS of the World; ‘altho’ the 
Goods they carry are often fold as cheap,as they buy 
them, the Freight or Carriage, which is their Profit, 
being only excepted. 

This faving the Freight of aux Exportations to:-France 
is to us of more than ordinary Advantage, bécanfe the 
Freight OUT is paid by the French, not by us; and 
the Freight t1OME, if it be paid-by-us it is paid to our 
felves, and all the Ships-Sajlors and Tradefmen concern’d 
7 Fitting and Vidtualling thofe’ Ships, ate’ maintain’d 

y it. 


gained by. 


? 
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This, if we come to an exact Calculation on both 
fides of the Trade with France, muft be placed tothe 
sedi " the Englith fide of the Account of Trade. For 

xxampile : prere oF j L Wrorr 

Suppofing we were cafting up’ the Exportations ite 
France for the prefent War, and the re delivered 
at, Dunkirk by the 218 Veflels, of which the MER« 
C ATOR (No. 29.). gave av Account ; the Freight’ ot 
thofe Ships heing paid at Dunkirk, muft be added either 
as fo much Value to the Price of the Goods carriedy or 
as fo!much Mony gained clear from the "French forthe 
Employing our Ships and Men. toy 

Let the Value then of our Shipping employ’d in thé 
Trade to France, which every one Knows is carried of 
wholly in our own Bottoms, be caft up, and a dué weight 
put upon not only the Mony this draws annually fron 
France; but the number of Familieswhich this feeds, 
and Ships that it employs ; and this will go a very great, 
way in the Ballance of Trade. ' ip: 

For fuppofe the Freight of ‘Tonage’ to France fhould 
amount to 52000 J. per Ann. 'befides ‘the Freight 
as it may be proved for fome Years ; this 50000 1. is 
much entirely gain’d from the’ French : which more 
in the Ballance 'of Trade, than thé Difference of five 
times that Sum ih the Value 6f Goods Exported thither. 
The Reafon is, that as 50000 | receiv’d from é fot 
Freight of Goods carried thither, is fo much clear Gaim 
by the Trade, as it is gain’d meerly from France; fo it 
muft be equal not to 50000 1. Value of'Goods fent only, 
but to as many Goods fent thither as soo004. fhould bi 

Here have been 218 Ships or Veflels Entet’d at Dunv 
kirk, with Goods of feveral kinds, from Britain or Ire- 
land ; it is not eafy to make any Gucf$, or to calculate 
the Value of the Goods; what may be'done of that kind, 
fhal] be ‘attempted another way: But let us fee a little 
what may be seliesbly faid about the Freight. 

.. And that no thay find faule at any *patt of 
qur fuppofed Valuation, as if we ftudjed to make it lar- 
ger than what is probable, let it be fuppofed the Freight 

came 
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fame to One hundred Pottnds each Veffel. There is ho 
queftion but mbft of thofe Veflels made double that Mo- 
hy, and many of them ifiuch more, efpecially if we 
confider,that they generally came back light; for there 
are vety few Goods to be had there fot England, efpe- 


cially as things farid nows | 

3 ‘Alisrinth then that éach Veffel made one hundred 
Pounds Freight ; it is true, that this hundred Pounds 
is not all Gain to the Owners; there muft be allowed, 
Viétuals and Wages, and the Wear and Tear of the 
Ship, and its Furniture, which is to be paid out of it: 
but it is true, that {peaking of the two ingdomes only, 
this hundred Pounds is all Gain to Britain from France, 
becaufe it is an hundred Pounds received from France for 
nothing given to France in its room; (viz.) being re- 
ceived fer the Labour of our Men, and the Employment 
of our Ships. ; 

By this Eftimate, the 218 Ships only gained clear from 
France, the Sum of Twenty one thoufand eight hundred 

ourids in Nine Months time; not to mention the 

sgoes of all thofe Ships, which being chiefly Corn, 
Butter, Beef, Coals, Fifh, Lead, Leather, and fuch 
Goods, as are the Produce of our Land, are all juitly 
efteemed to be clear.Gain to the Publick Stock. 

This Article of the Freight of our Ships to France, 
deferves to be allowed its full Weight in the Account 
and Ballance of our Trade; if above Twenty thoufand 
Pounds Sterling has been gained from France in nine 
Months only in one Port, and that efteemed a Port of 
the leaft Trade of any on the Coaft of France, in pro- 
portion to its bignefs, it is very probable that Ten 
timés that Sum has been gained by the Freight of all 
the Ships we have fent from all our Ports to the reft 
of France, fince we know very great Quantities of 
bulky Goods have been Exported from the Weft and 
South of England to France, efpecially Corn and Pro- 
vifions ; fo chat it is not improbable,that we had gained 
Two hundred thoufand Pounds clear from France within 


fine Months time, meerly by the Employment of our 


ips and of our Seamen. 
HP is objeéted, that the Demand the French make juft 
now for Corn is an Accident, and not to be depended 
on as a Trade, and therefore not to be reckoned: This 
Shall be Anfwered, by taking an Eftimate of the general 
Tonage of Shipping,which our Trade to France ufwally 
amounts to; and this by as modeft an Eftimation as 
can be made, amounts to, one Year with another, 
taking a medium of three Years, about Twenty thou- 
fand Ton of Goods dead Weight, exclufive of all our 
Exportations of Corn and dry Goods, paying by Bulk, 
which in fome Years amounts to three times that Cuan- 
tity; fo chat at a medium, the French may be fuppofed 


to pay to us for Thirty thoufand Ton of Freight every 


Years 

"All the Freight then of thefe Goods being paid by 
the French, muft be efteemed as fo much Money clearly 
gained from the French, and is, as above, equal not 
only to fo much Value in Goods fent to them, but equal 
to as many Goods as fo much Money would be gaine+ 


” Onthe other hand, our Imports from France, which 
is ftill avery great Addition, being all performed in 
our own Ships, al] the Freight is paid by our felves; 
to our felves, and as it employs our Shipping, is a ge- 
neral Good, tho’ it be no immediate encreafe to the 
Publick Stock. | i 

This very Article would be a full Anfwer to thofe 
Gentlemen,who -efpoufe a new Notion in Commerce, 
never heard of befote, (viz.) That it is as well for us, 


that the Dutch fhowld tarry our Goods to France, as that 


a _ 





we fhould carry them our felves; and were it not that 

thefe things were fpoken in Parliament, where they 

received their full Anfwer, more Notice fhould have 

been taken of both the Abfurdity, and of the Perfons 
fo. 

The pretence is, that becaufe the Dutch can Sail 
cheaper than we, they will carry the Goods cheaper to 
Market, and Cheapnefs caufing Confumption, the more 
will be Sold. 

The Folly of this way of {peaking will Expofe it felf 
fufficiently, and requires the lefs to be faid to it: For, 


1. It cannot be true,that the Dutch can Sail fo much 


cheaper’ than the Britifh, as that they can fetch our 
Goad to Holland, andthen carrythem to France cheaper 
than we can carry them our felves: For Example, the 
French Trade ufually took off Twenty or thirty thoufand 
Pieces of Serges and Perpetuanas Yearly, the moft of 
which were Shipped at Exeter and Plymouth; ir cannot 
be poffible, that the Dutch could fetch thefe at Axmouth, 
carry them to Holland, and from thence to France, 
cheaper than we could carry them juft crofs the Chan- 
nel ; fo that the Fa& is NOT TRUE. 

2. If it were true, the Voyage is fo fhort, that the 
difference of the Freight.can have no manner of Influ- 
ence on the price of our Manufadturers, no, not to the 


‘Value of one Shilling upon an Hundred Pound; the 


whole Freight on Bales of Serges, and Stuffs, Spanifh 
Cloths, and fuch Goods, not amounting many times 
to five Shillings on an Hundred Pounds; and as to 
coarfe Goods, the carrying them to Holland firft, and 
to France afterward, would be ridiculous in Trade ; 
the very Freight would make the Price fo high, as 
would put a flop to the Trade it felf- 

3 Thefe noble Patriots of Trade propofe a moft ef. 
fectual Method to overthrow our Navigation and de- 
ftroy our Shipping, which has in al] Ages been the 
Strength and Wealth of our Nation. It Merits well, 
that fuch an Opinion fhould be made as Publick as pof- 
fible, that the whole Kingdom may fee,swhat thefe Peo- 
ple would bring our Trade to, and Pw they would 
give our woodden Walls, which have been fo much 
talked of, to the Dutch: It is hoped, that the Pens 
they are Employing now in Anfwering this Paper, will 
take care to clear up the Reputation of their Employers 
froin this Reproach, and prove for them, that we 
ought to let the Dutch be the Carriers of Europe; and 
let them,who fetch moft of the Gocds they buy of us 
in their «wn Ships, carry them alfo for us to France, 
and other Places, and let our own Ships lie by the Walls 
all the while. 

Was the A&t of Navigation made for this Purpofe? 
Is this the way to encourage the Building of Ships, to 
breed and encreafe our Seamen, and to. preferve the 


. Strength of the Nation ? The French Trade ufwally has 


at Five hundred Sail of Ships, fome fay a Thou- 
fand; the whole Freight of our Export is paid by France, 


the Freight of the Import paid among our felves, and 


to our felves. 

Thefe Gentlemen ate for giving away to the Dutch 
all the Employment of thefe Ships, and confequently of 
all the Families of Poor, who are any way concerned 
in Sailing and Manning them, and in all the Trades Em- 
ploy’d in Building, Furnithing, Fitting our, Victualling, 
&c. the faid Five Hundred Sail. 

It is great pity the Names of thefe Gentlemen are 
not made as Publick as others, to recommend them to 
their Country: Bur the MERCATOR is no Pub- 
lifher of Black. Lifts; the Bufinefs of this Paper is of 
another Nature. 
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